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Theninthedi t i on of fBdtivaltofditeratwe, arts and cltutdpuntain Echoes, was held

from August 3 to August B, 2018. As each year, the festival celebratédJnt ouched Beau
Unexpl ored | deas an ttomthe sdaro gf fhe Bimatayall/yaughtetegéther

writers, spiritual leaders, environmentalists, scholars, journalists, poets, musicians, artists\kiéra

and storytellers alike to create semvonderful memories as they exchanged ideas and engaged

conversatiosover three days in the mountains of Thimphu.

Chief Royal Patron: Her Majesty the Royal Queen Mother Ashi Dorji Wangmo Wangchuck
Festival Directors: Namita Gokhale, Pramod Kumar KG, Tshering TastdSiok Sian Dorji
Producer: Siyahi

One of thespecialthemesat this yead s e dvast the cefebration of the50th anniversaryof
establishment oformal diplomatic relations between Bhutan and Indighrough different sessions
and experience#he festivalookedat the shared roots acdltural narrative®f the two countries and
how aspects such as music, darfilens, poetryand literaturénave brought thaeighborscloser, thus

strengthening ties.

The festival this year drew larger crow@pproximately 18,000 people over the course of three days)
as compared to the previous years, with enthusiastic participation from schools and colleges in
Thimphuand across BhutaiincludingCollege of Language and Culture Studies, College of Science
and Technology, Gedu College of Business Studies, Jigme Singye Wangchuck School of Law,
Norbuling Rigter College, Royal Thimphu College, Samtse College of Education, Sherubtse College,
Chang Rigphel Lower Secondary School, Chapcha Middle Secondary SchooduCArmed Forces

Public School, Damphu Central School, Dashiding Higher Secondary School, Dechentsemo Middle
Secondary School, Dr. Tobgyel School, Druk School, Gedu High Secondary School, Karma
Academy, Pakshikha Middle Secondary School, Tendruk Centtaddf The Royal Academy and
Tsirang Higher Secondary School.

The sessions were held at the auditorium of Rlegal University of Bhutan on all three day$
August 23- 25. Workshops were held simultaneouslyTarayana Centre from August 23- 25, and
Hotel Taj Tashi on August 23 and August 25. Tfestival also showcasddo artistic exhibitions at
the Royal Textile Academyof BhutannamelyColors of Natureby Penjor Dorjj and Tree of life:
The Tree of Immortalitgreated bynmates ofJaipur Central Jeand curated by Malvika Singh. The
exhibitions were inauguratedn August 21 by Her Majesty the Royal Queen Mother Ashi Dorji
Wangmo Wangchuck and were open for public through the festival @agsof thehighlights of the
festivalwas an excitingoundable onBhutanese and Indian cinema. It wesdd atTaj Tashi on the

concluding day and witnessed names suchaseeruddin Shah, Ratna Pathak Shah, Vani Tripathi



Tikoo, L Somi Roy, Tandin Bidha, Chencho Dorji, Dechen Roder, Druksel Dorji in convergéttion
Kunga Tenzin DorjiThe evening of August®2sawMojo Park play host to the Open Mic night.

Mountain Echoes 2@Ldrew big names from the world of literature and culture, with sessions of
speakers like Her Majesty the Royal Queen Mother Ashi Dorji Wangmo Wangcbucl§onal
Mansingh, Kunzang ChodenSarah Kay, Dave Goulsonsha Uthup,Sanjra Kapoor, Chador
Wangmo Ajoy Bose, Kezang DorjiSonam Chophelmong others.

The festival witnessed Her Majesty the Royal Queen Mother Ashi Dorji Wangmo Wangchuck, the
Chief Royal Patron of the festivadddresshe visitors from India, Bhutan anacross the globeShe
spokeabout how the strong friendship between the two nations has flourished over the last five
decades. She also highlighted how Mountain Echoes literary festival has widened the canvas of the
relationship between the twoations by fostering goodwill and fridehip Celebrated theatre
personalities Sanjna Kapoor and Ratna Pathak Shah discussed the theatre culture of contemporary

India, drawing from their eperiences as actors and directors

Veteran singer Usha Utburegaled the audience wistories ofher intial days in the musiindustry
ard brought forth her enriching experienoé growing and carving a nichier herself in the film
business The singer alsdrought alive the era ofhe Beatles in another excitingession with
columnist Ajoy Boseand musician Dawa Drakphat discussed the influence of music across West

and the Eastdrawing a connect with the audience.

Spoken wordpoetess Sarah Kagerformed her famouworks B and The Typeinvoking a strong
sentiment in the audiencer sessioralso highlighted the ideas and concept of strong and powerful

womanhood.

Legenday actorNaseeruddirShah andwriter Vani Tripathi Tloo br ought to t he for
acting careerdiscussing his journeyghallenges an@chievementsTalking aboutthe myth of the

Yeti, environmentalist Daniel C Taylofgstival codirector Tshering Tashi aralithorKarma Singye

Dorji connected with the audienabout theslusive abominablen®wman. The panelistiscussedhe

various expeditionsindertaken to find the YietDaniel spoke bout his trips across the valleys in

Nepal, Chinaand Bhutan gat hering evidence to prove the Yeti

The festival was widely covered by the media. The publications that wrote about Mountain Echoes
2018 include:

0 Bhutan Times

0 Bhutan Today



0 Business Bhutan

0 Business Standard

0 Daily World

0 Deccan Herald

0 Deccan Chronicle

0 Elle

0 Hindustan Times

0 IANS

0 India Times

0 India Today

0 Kuensel

0 NDTV

0 News 18

0 Outlook Traveller India
0 PTI

0 Punjab Kesari

0 Sunday Financial Express
0 Telangana Today

0 The Economic Times
0 The Hindu

0 The Indian Express

0 The New Indian Express
0 The New York Times
0 The Pioneer

0 The Quint

0 The Statesman

0 The Telegraph

0 The Times of India

0 Travel + Leisure

0 Yahoo News

INDIA BHUTAN FOUNDATION
The India Bhutan Foundation was established in August 2003 by the Royal Government of Bhutan
and the Government of India with the objective of enhancing exchange and interaction among the

people of both countries through activities in the areas of education, culture, sciencéaoldgyc



JAYPEE GROUP

Jaypee Groupis a welldiversified infrastructural industrial conglomerate in India. Over the decades

it has maintained its salience with leadership in its chosen line of businesses. Transforming challenges
into opportunities has ba the hallmark of the Jaypee Group, ever since its inception five decades
ago. The group is a diversified infrastructure conglomerate with business interests in engineering and
construction, cement, power, real estate, expressways, fertilizer, hospitedaithcare, sports,
information technology, and education (tiot-profit).

GOVERNMENT OF RAJASTHAN

Rajasthan is a kaleidoscopic state where tradition blends with modernity. The land of kings tells
historic tales of warriors and their chivalry, romanglery and tragedy. Today, it boasts of heritage
properties, spectacular sand dunes, tiger trails, and much more. With its rich art, culture and the many
vibrant and colourful festivals held across the state, Rajasthan is one of the mosa#ieudgbtrst
destinations in India. Known for its array of unique, colourful and muwattering cuisine, Rajasthan

has something for everyone.

SIYAHI

Siyahii n Urdu means Oi nkod, the dye that stains the
literary ageng that constantly seeks out talented voices whose stories must be shared. They also
organize literary events of all typefrom international literary festivals to intimate readings and book

launches.



THE PROGRAMME

THURSDAY, AUGUST 22, 2018

WELCOME DINNER AT NORKHIL HOTEL, THIMPHU
Guests200

The ninth edition of Mountain Echoes literary festival started out withedcome dinnein Thimphu

on August 2.

Festival co-director Namita Gokhale opened the evening paying tribute to the late Atal Bihari
Vajpayee former Prime Minister of Indiaand shared anecdotes about his love for poetry. Namita
further remembered how in 1977 Atal ji visited Bhutan and read out a poem in Hmslimpromptu
style. She alsgpoke abouhow Mountain Echoesncourageaudiences to interact witie speakers

without any barriers, in a way which allows a free exchange of thoughts and ideas.



Further the Indian statesman was also remembered by writefeatidal cedirector Tshering Tashi,

who sad , f or t he B lestppemerssethe orfetthatlhe gormpdsed in 1977 at the India
Housein BhutanOv er whel med by t he A the Bhutanese people, thedosner t al i
Prime Ministet i n his poem, had flgheringTashéaid.l vy pr ai sed Bhu

Her Majesty the Royal Queen Mother Ashi Dorji Wangmo Wangchuck spoke abowduthent
edition of Mountain Echoes literargdtivalbeingiver y si gni fi cant o as the nu
very auspicious forthe BhutaneseShe encouraged all attendees takenthe current chapter of the

festvalan fAi nteresting, Vvibrantod one

Thehighlight of the evening wakreeperformance. The first oneby veteran singer Usha Uthup who
sangthe timeless classic songeh Dostifrom the movieSholay describing the unbreakable bond
between India and ltan In between the performancdsha also spoke of thveonderfulbondthat
connected the two countrieder performance was followed by a rap by Kezang Dé&tgnowned
singerKarma Phuntshalso regaled the audience with the sdrege Jaise Yaar Kahafrom the

movie Yaarana

THURSDAY, AUGUST 23, 2018

AUDITORIUM, ROYAL UNIVERSITY OF BHUTAN

9:30 am- 9:40 am| MELODY OF FRIENSDHIP

Performance by the students of Royal Academy of Performing Arts
Audience:350




The RAPA performancevasan evocative chronicle of the fifty years of enduring friendship between
Bhutan andindia. The performance tragehe journey from Buddhist roots, when the Buddha
Sakyamuni, the Lotuborn Pema Jungney, blessed the two countries with his teachings. A fitting

tribute to the collective efforts of the two countries, the dance incorpaatarnest prayer.

9:40 am- 9:50 am| OPENING ADDRESS
Festival Cedirector Pramod Kumar KG
Audience:375

Festival cedirector Pramod Kumar KG delivered the opening address of the festival, formally
declaring the nitt edition of Mauntain Echoespen Pramod spoke abothie transition othewritten

word - from print to digita] and that the festival is open to hosting all forms of ideas and expressions
whether scribal, oral, visual or perhaps saarenthe artificial intelligence Addressing thaudience,

he saidfiThe power of imagination, of hopes, emotions, histories and all ideas big and small find
expression here (at Mountain Echoes),ieium is not our concern, your ideas.afde concluded

that the festival isnot just about the written w r d but ffabout everything t
realities, in real time and amongst real people, from Thimphu to Timbuckto and everywhere in

bet ween. o

9:50 am- 10:00am| INAUGURAL ADDRESS
Her Majesty the Royal Queen Mother Ashi Dorji Wangmo Wangk
Audience:375



a sl .

The festival withessed Her Majesty the Royal Queen Mother Ashi Dorji Wangmo Wangchuck, the
chief royal patron of the festival, address visitors from India, Bhutan and acrosolieeiglher
inaugural speech. Her Majedtarted by paying her tributes to Late Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, former

Prime Minister of India. As a mark of respect, the audience observed a{oingtsilence.

Her Majesty then spoke about how the strong friendship between thatiwonsa Bhutan ad India-

hasf | ouri shed over the | ast five decades. She sha
growth of Mountain Echoes is in no small measure due to the patronage and support we have received
from friends and literary enthusiasts likeuywho are assembled here for the love of literature and
perhaps festival too. 0 Her Majesty dedicated th
anniversary of establishment of formal dterpl omat.
of immense satisfaction and happiness for people of Bhutan and India that our two countries enjoy
excellent and exemplary friendship A friendship that is anchored on unwavering trust, goodwill,
understanding, and mutually beneficial cooperadion.HV&jestyadded.

The speech introduced the common thread of Buddhist teachings that connected Bhutan and India,
tracing the linkage with the Indian price Siddhartha transforming the world with his teachings as Lord
Buddha, theeby joining India and Bhutain an eternal bond of love and trust.



Her Majestyalso spoke of the frequent official visits that took place between Bhutan and India and

how those became the bedrock of a solid relation between the two couiériddajestymentioned

that these visitp | ayed a vit al role that Anurtured bil af
cooperationo and also fAexpreéssedinheaidept fofdi:
recent beingHis Majesty he King of Bhutan Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangcldusk toiDslhi &

few days ago to attend the funeral serviceait Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee, former Prime Minister of

India

Through her speech, Her Majesty put the spotlight on how Bhutan is developing from a least
developed country to a middiecome country, with uwavering support from India. Her Majesty

spoke at l engt h aboueaded@mnpes e havaHis MajestheoFowth Druikn d s h a
Gyalpo Jigme Singye Wangchuck voluntarily abdicated the Golden Throne after 34 years of glorious
reignin favour of His Majestyte King of Bhutanligme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuekn d A how t he
winds of change heralded the change of guar ds. ¢

monarch introduced democracy upon a O0reluctant p

In conclusion Her Majesty spoke of how the Mountain Echoes literary festival has widened the
canvas of the relationship by fostering goodwill and friendship between the two nations. She said that
the shared culture between both countries has given them this unitfoenpl® engage and discuss

art, literature and traditions.

9:40 am- 9:50 am| TASHI TSEKPA: AN AUSPICIOUS PRAYER
Chanting by the nuns of Bhutan Nuns Foundation, introduced by Kunzang Choden
Audience:370




Kunzang Choden introduced the Bhutan Nuns Foundation and gave audiences a brief glimpse into the
history of the foundation. The nuns then began to recite the gEletr Noble Auspicious Ongwith

the enthusiastic audience joining in.

10:10 am 10:25 an | | BELIEVE
Her Majesty the Royal Queen Mother Ashi Dorji Wangmo Wangchuck
Audience:375

Her Majesty the Royal Queen Mother Ashi Dorji Wangmo Wangchapdke of her convictions,

beliefs, ideals and aspirations. Drawing from her life and the spiritual and cultural values of Bhutan,

Her Majestyshared her thoughts on what shaped her commitmeheteervice of her country. Her
Majestyspoke at length abbeompassion and how it is the bedrock on which all human values are

buil t. Her Majesty then spoke of the compassi o
anecdotes from her life where compassion played a key role. One iosthecedhat stood at the

most duringH e r Ma jsessson was §rom the timehen she went ora steep hillfor a trek

Everyone had warned her about the difficulty of the .tiéér Majestyspokeof how an old woman

saw her pantingvhen she was trekkingand came up to her and offeredhoist on her back and

carried her towards the mountaintdfer Majestyexpressedii Wher e t here i s compas

and | ove cannot be f ar behind, o and asked the au

10:30 am- 11:10 am| TREASURES OF FRIENDSHIP: 50 YEARS OF BHUTAN-INDIA TIES

His Excellency Ambassador General V. Namgyel, His Excellency Ambassador Jaideep Sarkar in
conversation with Zimpon Wom Chewang Rinzin

Audience:400
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FIID CALTWGI IV Y 73 tsrsewr s — = .
General V Namgyel. His Excellency
Ambassador Jaideep Sarkar in
conversation wi mpon I
Chew

February 1968, the Al I ndia Radio station in I
I ndia and Bhutan is solid as a rock and | have r
Majesty the Third Druk Gyalpo Jigme Dorji Wangchuck pldrtee seed of diplomatic commitments

between the two countries. 50 years later the sapling has grown and branched through history, culture

and geopolitical realities.

The session highlighted the golden jubilee celebratioestablishment diormal diplomaticrelations

between Bhutarand India Zi mpon Wom Chewang Rinzin describ
friendly, cordi al, exempl ary, mu t uHelfdrther statech e f 1 c i
how the relations have been evolving between both the countries and that they atanirtpor

safeguard and protect theiational interests. His Excellenéynbassadodaideep Sarkar spoke of the

inception of the relations with His Ma&t theThird Druk GyalpoJigme Dorji Wangchuclbeing

invited by thethen Prime Ministerof India, JawaharlaINehry to attendl n d iRapdidic Cay
celebrationssthe Chief Guest in 1954.

He also spoke of howhis set the template for the relationsbigtween boththe countries,and the
visit by the | ate Prime Minister Nehr ubetveen 1958 |

the two countries.

Hi s Excellency Ambassador Gener al V. Mhatwes y e | s p
aimed at protecting h e n soveremmtyéasd security while the remaining subcontinent was being

colonized by the British. He also spoke of | ate
invitation from him to Majesty the Third Druk @yl po Ji gme Dor ji Wangchuck

11



Day celebrations that deepened the ties between the two countries and encouragett Bomenut
from its selfimposed exile. General Namgyel also read out the historical speech from the late Prime
Minister N e h sit thét broughit forth the gowdl and spiit India bore for Bhutan.

The session also detailed the significance of late Prime Mire$terdia Indira Gandhi endorsing

Bhut ands member ship to the Uni t esdppoit gt Bhatan.s Sect
Ambassador Sarkain turn,spoke of the establishment of formal diplomatic relations that ushered in

a new phase with Bhutan gradually developing its independent economic value sistsad A T h e
establishment of formal diplomatic lagions did provide the platform for the next phase of the

maturing of relations between our two countries. It's been a long political and economic road that we
have tr avelHedighlightedgirelin supplemeénting the natural resources of Bhutan to
implement the development plans and the grant system that India provided for projects which were
commercially vidle, giving the example of theytiro sector in Bhutan. Ambassador Sarkar
mentioned in his concludi ng depmlancekwith Bhitaga andeoe d t o

dependenceo.

In his concluding remarks, General Namgyel added i Wh e naskpne df p dare summarise India
Bhutan relations in just one sententalways respond by saying genuine goodwill and friendship

basedonmutuattust and understanding is the hallmark of
11:05 am 11:20 am TEA
11:20 am 12:00 noor] 84000: TRANSLATING THE SUTRAS

Khenpo Sonam Phuntsok in conversation with Veer Singh
Audience:380

AYou shoul d do Igamteach anlywthe waywBuddha. f or

12



The session was dedicated to the translation of Buddhist sutras through the 84,000 project and how it
is serving to spread the spirit of Buddhism. 84,000 is a globabrafit organization, dedicated to the

translatorof t he Buddhads teachings, to make it avail

Khenpo Sonam is assisting the project and through the session, he shared insights on and the
intentions of this major translation project: spreading the Buddhist sutras in humanity today. In
conversabn with Veer Singh, Khenp8onamevoked piritual wisdom as the two spok¥# reviving

meaningful traditions.

Khenpo Sonam spoke about the importance of discipline while undertaking the translation of the
Buddhist sutras. He shared his experiences wittr $@ngh, of keeping the subject of the text alive in
translation and brought forth the form and language of the sutras being in Sanskrit. During the session,
Veer Singh also spoke of his personal endeavor of Vana Foundation that aims to draw a spiritual

connect with people.

Acclaimed scholar Khenpo Sonam threw light on the significance of teadhiuddhism and the
system of education being the core o0f sahd Kéakengi
Sonam. He elaborated the teachingshef sutras that signified the training of the mind and how it

requires discipline. Khenpo Sonam spoke about the monastic system in the Himalayas across Nepal,
Bhutan and certain parts of India that help one in becoming a Khempphilosophy teacher. He

shared his personal experience of how a natural interest towards the study of spirituality led him to

explore this further across universities in Bhutan and India.

The discussion shared the aim of the 84000 project, under Khyentse Foundation, whicmisdtetr

the sutras into modern languages, making it accessible for the common man. He mentioned that the
project will be underway for 100 years for completion and that till date, 25,000 pages have been
translated. Once done completely, the texts will @agrucial role in the survival and revivaf
Buddhism

Additionally, Khenpo Sonam also highlighted each sect of Buddhism and the value it brought to
human life. The most significant aspect came through when Khenpo Sonam discussed how happiness
comes throgh truth as explained in the religious texts with the core purpose of these teachings being
to destroy belief of independent existence; and promote an interdependence that will lead to greater
understanding of each other. This will help in inculcating tnieiged feelings of compassion, joy and
kindness, mentioned Khenpo Sonam. "If we go by the teachings of Buddha, the most important wish
of every being is happiness and happiness has to come from knowing the truth, and truth is dependent

on others." he adde&eer opined that it becomes challenging to combat the feeling of individualism

13



which is very intrinsic to human nature, while Khenpo Sonam spoke of the need for one to

contemplate hard and long before making decisions and thinking about thgnaslf

The session also hinted at new age sessions gaining popularity over traditional teachings, to which
Khenpo Sonam mentioned that it is important to give attention to new philosophies and thoughts
emerging across the world. Veer also brought to attentierpthcise skill required of scholars in
translating the sutras and how such proficient scholars are declining in numbers which could cause a
hindrance in the project.

12:05 pm- 12:45 pm| BEE QUEST: SIBJAM ECOLOGY AND CONSERVATION
Dave Goulson, Karma Samdrup (Angku) in conversation with Debanjan Chakrabarti
This sessiomvas supported by British CoundillELTS

Audience:395

The panel set the pace for discussing ecology and preservation of bumblebee in our environment.
DebanjanChakrabarti, Director British Council, East and Northeast |naji@ned the discussiavith

literary references of the bumblebee across popular works of Roald Dahl, Lord Tennyson and William
Shakespeare to name a few.

Dave Goulson, author & Sting in tke Tale discussed his study of bumblebee ecology, conservation
projects and agrecosystems. Dave took the audience through a presentation on the variety of
bumblebee speciesMost bees are actually solitary creatures. There are about 20,000 rdiffere
species of bees in the worldly specialty is actually the bumblebe&é addedHe laid emphasis on

the bees beingh wi del y | mpor t arnvital sbuce gf rutrifoh ® dhe planet. Karma

Samdrup, bee conservation expert, spoke about the soundreneirtal and beecology practices in

14



Bhutan to establish a shared common value system. Over the years, a loss of wijldfieatems
and hedgerows along withe rampant use of agrochemicals have caused a significant decline in the
beespecies all over thplanetKarma firmly beleves that, "Bees and humaasg similar in so many

ways and there's a lot that we can learn from bees especially how they are strong as a unit."

Debanjan spoke of celebrating 70 years of British Council with the opening otialsparden in

London with the Himalayan blue poppy being the centrepiece, connecting to the fascinating subject of
bee studies. Karma spoke about his experience of understanding the bee anatomy through his early
days as a bee keeper. He spoke about aisileg of the bees through his time spent in Nepal. Karma
detailed his understanding of the honey bee, breaking down thediéeafythis fascinating species.

Dave also | auded Bhutands natur al beautiegast hat
opposed to the rest of the world where bees are now endangered. Karma then also spoke of the
commercial aspect of selling honey and the need to limit it to a smaller scale to continue the good
guality as well as preserve bee hives. Both Dave anth&Kapoke of the significance of human

support in enabling and prolonging survival of the bee species.

12:50 pm 1:30 pm| ONE, TWO, CHA-CHA, CHA
Usha Uthup in conversation with Kunga Tenzin Dorji
Audience:400

Music came alive at One Two ChaChaCha with artist Usha Uthup and Bhutanese rock musician
Kunga Tenzin Dorji.The enthralling discussion began with Usha Uthup remembering her old days,

growing up with her sisterssach ofwhom was a singer anthspired her to take on singing as a

15



profession."Radio Ceylon has been my biggest inspiratlmsides my sistefs said Usha She

mentioned that during her school days she learned the art of percussion playing.

Usha and Kungahared an easy camaraderie gade the audience a fun throwbaci the music
from the 80s and 90s. Ushamemberecher old daysand told the crowds about how sétared her
singingcareerat Kolkatabased clulrincas fiwhen | got the announced for my first show at Trincas
in Calcutta, | walked up in a sari and everyone wondered what iarthisagoing to do, and whel

got done, they were blownshe saidUsha Tajas she is fondly knowralsospoke about hdurning a
playback singer for many leading ladies of the Indian cinema such as Rekha and Hema Malini.

Through the conversation, shealm@ nt i oned t hat d@Awomen are the
told the audience that her first break came through with thmeH#&re Rama Hare Krishnand that
paved the way for her to grow inthe funky Indian generation from the 80s and @8s grooved to

her voice.

In between the session, Usha broke into singing old timeless numbers $udstaSalled to Say that
| Love You by Stevie WonderDum Maaro Dumfrom the movieHare Rama Hare Krishnaand
Darling from the movie7 Khoon Maaf Kunga also rememberddsha Uthup §irst performancen
Bhutan, setting the stage on fire to which Usdglied hat the song is bigger thane artist and that

her love for the country is everlasting

1:35 pm- 2:15 pm| LUNCH

2:15 pm- 2:55 pm| CONSIDERING BREAKTHROUGH: CONNECTING WITH SPOKEN
WORD POETRY

Sarah Kay, introduced by Snigdha Poonam

Audience:400

OR——
uced by Snigdha Poonan
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Poetry took center stageith American poet Sarah Kay, who introduced the power of spoken word

poetry on the first day of the festival. Part performance and part speech, ldadamagic on stage

and mesmerizd audiences with a powpacked performance that included her popularrwk s 6 B6 anc
060The .DBpeb& eiterat ed stilorg wonamhood,ttatkinge aé theotfials ainkd ¢he

tribulationsofa womanés journey.

Her performance evoked a strong connect with the auderet@&roughalive the power and belief of
self-confidenceand persistencé&arah spoke of her first tryst with poettyring her college days and
led audiences throudter journeyasa spoken word poe®arah also spoke of her visit to India and its
bearing on her role and workhe session alsoitiessed Sarah perforlove poemdike Love Letter
from a Toothbrush to the Bicycler&iand another one whiclshe wrote on behalf of an Indian boy
Ravi for his girlfriend.

fiBeing loved is not the same thing as loving. When you fall in love, it is discovering the ocean after
years of puddigumping.”, lines fromone of Sarahdds poems (tPbsaher she w
performance, Sarah was in conversation with SnigdhadoSpeaking with Snigdha on hahe

uses language as a tool of inclusion, Sarah'$aliunk poetry unfortunately has a bad reputation of

being an art form that is elite and elitist and is reservedfonithe highest of academibfell in love

with poetry at a dive bar in NYC. So my version
use language not as a weapon to keepple out. But, trying to udanguage as a way of inviting

peopleis a huge part of the way that | veriand the way that | teach.”

3:00 pm- 3:40 pm| AND THEN ONE DAY
Naseeruddin Shah in conversation with Vani Tripathi Tikoo
Audience:400
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And Then One Dagaw a candid chat between Vani Tripathi Tikoo and veteran actor Naseeruddin
Shah, onthel a t {tife, hi$ jsurney as an actor, his love for theatre and his mefbé.session

started with a short video plicreated by Vani that hguh ot os o f thaasreeaysand d i n 6 s
films viz Ismat ki kahaniyaDear Lear The Caine Mutiny Court Mawi, Jaane Bhi Do Yaargm
Wednesdayand some old pictures from his days the National School of Drama (NSD) He
rememberedis father and theelationshiphe sharedvith him, his formative years at 8D and Film
andTelevision Institute of India, and his admiration for Shammi Kapoor and Dara Singh.

Remembering hi s levasrlé whend moved to Mansbai sral 1 whs toldil was too old

to play a child and too young to play a man. So | applied forajabar est aur ant near
actor alsoshared how he begdns career with Shyam Bene@asnovies.He spoke of his romance

with the camera, playing a skilh front of the audience and the importance of cfaftan actor.

Theatre was also a subject asalission at the session with the actor throwing light on the form
shaping his film careeBpeaking tovani, e a d dhegreatest influence on meas Mr Geoffrey

Kendall who visited our school with Shakespearessomehow Shakespeare came alive wtien

Kendall s handl ed it. I used to dream of joining

The legendary actor further added thawas aself-inventedsystemthat guidedhim while acting in
films andtaught him howo make frends with the cameréle lamented the presence of théd ©ng
and dance act in Indian films which lookeery real in certain Hollywood classics such@sund of

Music, Seven Brides for Seven Brothers, Wizard ofi®@ang others.

Vani also discussed the comparison betweein@use films and commercial cinema, to which the
actor repliechow it wasfashion#le for films to take a mildntiestablishmenstance He mentioned

that the filmmakers were not equipped to make the kind of commercial movies that were being made
at that pint so they opted for these small, committed movitss also added that tlecord proved

that any artist, whenever got a chance, jumped on to the bandwagon of the commercial cinema.

In the end, the actoroiced his opiniorabout the various mediums tlugh which the audience are

consuming films and the future of celluloidtually disappearing due to digital inroads.
3:45 pm- 4:25 pm| LIVING MUSEUMS: THE FABRIC OF CULTURE

Tshering Uden Penjore, Aparajita Jain in conversation with Malvika Singh
Audience:370
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Culture became an integral part of the festival with panelists Tshering Uden Penjore, Aparajita Jain
and Malvika Singh discussed the living entities of heritage and culture in art across monuments,
literature and exhibitions. The panddisboked at the infinite possibilities of showcasing histories and

material culture through real and virtual spaces to create a vital dialogue.

ACulture is everywhere. |t enrcompasway mwt tahky
etiquette, ourcode of conda t , i t 6 s saitd Esheying Hlden éenjfore. She spoke of the
significance of culture resonating strongly in the architecture of Bhutan, seen in the landscape and
buil dings of the country. i We hal@us keepurecouptry thé r i ng et
way t helye aaeddeéd. She further el aborated on the n
in tune with current changes, saying it must fc
informed the audienciat the first museum opened in 1968 in Paro and for three decades it was the

only museum in Bhutan until Her Majedtye Royal Queen Mother Ashi Sangay Choden Wangchuck
established the Royal Textile MuseuBhutanese Textile Arts gained internatioredognition for its

displays of various Bhutanese textjleentioned Tshering.

Malvika Singh threw light on the challenges of preserving heritage while working with various
governments in India. Aparajita spoke of culture landmarks in India and themeeké art spaces
more accessible for the publisuch as National Gallery of Modern Art, adding the emergence of
places like Bikaner House to showcase artwork by new artists that have not opened their shows yet.

Speaking of laws and regulations for thersie u ms , Mal vi ka sai d, AYou h

preferablyat dawn and close them at elevannight so the people in the evenings can take their

families and visit these treasures of legacy.
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The session also threw light on the need to preserve cuttans,isupport from government and
corporates to retain historical landmarks and educating the public about homegrown art. A visual
presentation was shown to the audience that showcases the wide array of work that is done by the
government of Rajasthan. Bhincluded art in public places, reinvention of heritage sites, state
museums, conservation projects, and cultural activities undertaken Bajdethargovernment. The
concluding highlight of the session came through with the idea of adopting-twadidg to support

and preserve a countryos culture treasures.

During the Q and A with the audience, when asked about restoring old monuments by archivists and
mai ntaining aesthetics, Mal vi ka said Al n Rajast
curators, there is Archaeological Survey representatives, there are archivists, there is a committee of
professionals and the government actually acts &
who is restoring and therefore the aesthetic chanlgpending on who is the present director. We

create a new template of professionals who come in and work with the government to recreate with a

consensus on the plan. o
4:30 pm- 4:45 pm| TEA
4:45 pm- 5:25 pm| THE WILDINGS MEETS DAWA

Nilanjana S Royin conversation with Kunzang Choden
Audience:350

Author Nilanjana Roy spoke of understanding the city and its landscape through the eyes of the

animal while Kunzang spoke about the complex relationship shared between Bhutanese and dogs.
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